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The next few days ….
Monday 4th January
Tuesday 5th January
Wednesday 6th January
Thursday 7th January
Friday 8th January

- Non-Pupil Day
- Guitar lessons start
-

Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents
Well, we made it. We got to the end of term. I would like to begin with a huge thank you for the
support and understanding you have given to school during this very difficult time. It has been a
term like no other and I am delighted to see the children have still loved their learning and
managed not to let the situation change this. They have been so enthusiastic and committed. I
asked the staff what were the positives of this term and they all agreed that being in class with
the children were the highpoints.
I would also like to give my staff a heartfelt vote of thanks for everything they have done this
term. I have a privileged job leading so many talented and dedicated members of staff. Every
single one has gone above and beyond for the school this term.
When we reflect upon this year, we can so easily see just the bad bits but actually if we look past
them, we should be so pleased with the achievements. The children's return after the first
lockdown was so impressive. There was an assumption they wouldn't be able to re adjust back into
school but in actual fact they were brilliant. We often talk about not appreciating what we have
and I feel the absence from school made all of us really appreciate school and how important it is
in our lives.
We have seen clear progress in our children's learning since returning in September. The
adjustments made to the teaching and learning., timetables and catch-up curriculum has really paid
off. We now feel ready to pick the creative curriculum and return to our normal teaching
timetables.
We have invested significantly into our ICT infrastructure and learning programmes. This is going
to be our main focus over the next 12 months. We will continue to focus on a blended curriculum
that embeds online learning as a daily aspect of the children's lessons. Now that the government
has made such a priority and made large investments to online learning, we will not be able to not
engage with it. Without consistent superfast broadband some families will still struggle to access
it but we will be working with families to ensure they aren't disadvantaged.
So, what does 2021 hold? I think we may see a busy January with a possible spike after Christmas
and all the talk of testing in secondary schools. We are yet to see how primary schools will be
affected but I am in no doubt the government will drop something on us just before we return in
January.

I think things will continue along the same lines until about Easter time and then hopefully we will
start to see the positive effects of the vaccinations start to affect our community. Fingers
crossed each month we will be moving forward.
Thank you to everyone who has contacted me to notify me of children or family members who are
showing symptoms. I have a complicated job of keeping a record of all tests and possible
contacts. I am also required to be in contacted with families up to 23rd December. So, if you feel
you need to get tested please let me know on the COVID telephone line 07498 645336. please call
or send a text. I will get back to you as soon as I can.
Lastly, I hope this Christmas break will be peaceful and relaxed. I know each of us has been
dealing with so many different complications and at times is has been quite stressful. I told the
children to look carefully at all the good things in our lives and to feel lucky that we have each
other.
I wish you all the best and look forward to January and the great times ahead.
Merry Christmas and here's to a more joyful 2021.
With best wishes

Mrs Hammett
Mrs Hammett
Star of the Week - Well Done To…..
Cygnets

Gracie

Swans

Percy

Robins

Amy

Archie

Woodpeckers

Morgan

Katana

Kingfishers

Theo

Serena

Notices to Parents
Letters sent
Newsletter message – email
Tomorrow Christmas Lunch – email
NHS Vision Screening – Swans
PE and School Sport Newsletter & Family Activity Challenge
Nativity Performance link
Admission to primary school 2021 (for children born between 01/09/2016 and 31/08/2017)
You will be aware that children born between the dates above are entitled to start full time
Primary Education in September 2021. The application facility opens on 15th November 2020 and
closes at midnight on 15th January 2021. It is important that parents apply before the closing
date.
We are hoping to put something together for all prospective Reception parents but are not sure
of the format at the moment due to current Covid restrictions and unfortunately, we are unable to
offer guided tours during the day. Please email the office if you have any questions or require
further information closer to the time. We are currently anticipating a few available spaces in

both reception classes in September so if you know of families looking for a reception class please
September let them know.
Drinks bottles
Please can you check all drinks bottles are named, it makes it easier for us to reconnect the
bottles with their owners.
Christingle
Thank you to Rev. Sue who provided a Christingle kit to very child. It would be lovely if people
could join her online Christingle Service on Saturday – Links are in the bag.

PTFA
Thank you for all your hamper contributions and for buying so many raffle tickets, the children
really enjoyed doing the raffle, we made £320!
Thank you to Peter Snell for donating the enormous Christmas tree in the playground and for the
Reed and Norris families for collecting it and putting it up! Thank you to the Beeken’s for putting
up all the lights!
The school does look very festive inside, which the children have enjoyed. New additions this year
are a gorgeous knitted nativity scene and lots of knitted festive friends which have been kindly
knitted and donated by Mrs Moran’s mother-in-law.
Thank you for buying the Christmas cards designed by the children this has raised £280.00
Thank you to Tesco’s for donating £25 towards the Christmas crackers which the children enjoyed
at their Christmas lunch on Tuesday, (thank you to Rosie Ball for helping with this!).
All the children will be bringing home a keepsake Christmas decoration today which they painted in
school from The Honiton Pottery Workshop (thank you Beth Simmons!) which the PTFA have
contributed to in addition to the class Christmas presents.
So many thank yous! A nice way to end a tricky term. I have missed our usual fundraising and social
activities and I hope we can resume these soon in 2021! In the meantime, if you have any
fundraising ideas please do let me know.
Wishing you all a Happy and Healthy Christmas holiday and Best Wishes for 2021!
Abby Wilkinson
Chair of the PTFA

2020/2021 Academic Year
4th January – Non Pupil Day
5th January – First Day of term
13th & 14th January - Bikeability
15th – 19th February – Half term
20th Jan – NHS Vision Screening - Swans
26th March – Chance to Shine
5th -16th April - Easter Holidays
31st – 4th June – Half term
7th June – Non Pupil Day
23rd July – Last day of term

