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Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents,
Well, we made it. We got to the end of term. I would like to begin with a huge thank you for the
support and understanding you have given to school during this very difficult time. It has been a term
like no other and I am delighted to see the children have still loved their learning and managed not to let
the situation change this. They have been so enthusiastic and committed. I asked the staff what were
the positives of this term and they all agreed that being in class with the children were the highpoints.
I would also like to give my staff a heartfelt vote of thanks for everything they have done this term. I
have a privileged job leading so many talented and dedicated members of staff. Every single one has
gone above and beyond for the school this term.
When we reflect upon this year, we can so easily see just the bad bits but actually if we look past them,
we should be so pleased with the achievements. The children's return after the first lockdown was so
impressive. There was an assumption they wouldn't be able to re adjust back into school but in actual
fact they were brilliant. We often talk about not appreciating what we have and I feel the absence from
school made all of us really appreciate school and how important it is in our lives.
We have seen clear progress in our children's learning since returning in September. The adjustments
made to the teaching and learning., timetables and catch-up curriculum has really paid off. We now feel
ready to pick the creative curriculum and return to our normal teaching timetables.
We have invested significantly into our ICT infrastructure and learning programmes. This is going to be
our main focus over the next 12 months. We will continue to focus on a blended curriculum that
embeds online learning as a daily aspect of the children's lessons. Now that the government has made
such a priority and made large investments to online learning, we will not be able to not engage with it.
Without consistent superfast broadband some families will still struggle to access it but we will be
working with families to ensure they aren't disadvantaged.
I would also like to thank FOPS for all their hard work to make this Christmas special. The time and
effort has been so worth it, the children loved Father Christmas and their gifts.
So, what does 2021 hold? I think we may see a busy January with a possible spike after Christmas and
all the talk of testing in secondary schools . We are yet to see how primary schools will be affected but I
am in no doubt the government will drop something on us just before we return in January.
I think things will continue along the same lines until about Easter time and then hopefully we will start
to see the positive effects of the vaccinations start to affect our community. Fingers crossed each
month we will be moving forward.
Thank you to everyone who has contacted me to notify me of children or family members who are
showing symptoms. I have a complicated job of keeping a record of all tests and possible contacts. I am
also required to be in contacted with families up to 23rd December. So, if you feel you need to get

tested please let me know on the COVID telephone line 07498 645336. please call or send a text. I will
get back to you as soon as I can.
Lastly, I hope this Christmas break will be peaceful and relaxed. I know each of us has been dealing with
so many different complications and at times is has been quite stressful. I told the children to look
carefully at all the good things in our lives and to feel lucky that we have each other.
I wish you all the best and look forward to January and the great times ahead.
Merry Christmas and here's to a more joyful 2021.
With best wishes
Mrs Penny Hammett
Executive headteacher

Star of the Week - Well Done To…..
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News from School
End of Term Awards
Congratulations to the following children, we celebrated their achievements in the end
of term assembly today:
PARCH
Willow
Ash
Beech
Oak

Flo B

Oscar

Star of the Term
Ruby
Georgina

Amber

Henry

Hollie

Henrietta

Gabriel
Jodie

Evelynn
Samuel

Ruari
Angus

Erin
Emma

Willow Class
We have had a lovely last week of term Christmas colouring and crafts! Then we had our first school Christmas
Lunch followed by a party with balloons! Merry Christmas everyone!

Beech Class
We joined in with the Santa Dash last Friday! We have enjoyed wearing our Christmas jumpers all week and
making Christmas cards for our families. On Wednesday afternoon we watched ‘Rapunzal’ which was very
funny.

Oak Class
We have been busy with Winter crafts this week, here are some snowman that we created in class from
recycled materials! We also enjoyed a fantastic Winter Cluedo in PE, this involved us completing different
circuit challenges to win clues to solve the puzzle. In French, we thoroughly enjoyed creating a French nativity!

Some beautiful writing from Harry:

Reception Admissions for 2021 - 2022
Just a reminder that the closing date for applications is Friday 15th January. Parents can apply online
at www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline.

Emails and Letters sent home










Email from Miss Stoneman to Ash Class
FOPS Santa update
Oak Class PE
Ash Class Christmas Quiz
Oak Class Nativity Film
Advice letter to all students, parents, guardians and staff
Email to Ash Class
After School Club CANCELLED Friday 18th December
Information for the Christmas Holidays

fter School Club CANCELLED Friday 18th December

News from FOPS
FOPS Christmas Raffle
A huge thank you to all who supported our Christmas raffle. This has been the only fundraising opportunity we
have had for the school this year, so your support is much appreciated. The draw took place in the playground
last Friday afternoon, which was much quieter & calmer than the normal experience at the Christmas fair. The
winners were all contacted over the weekend, and prizes have been collected or are in the process of being
delivered. The amount raised will be announced in January.
Many thanks for your continued support & best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.
Community News

Dates for the Diary
AUTUMN TERM:
Thursday 17th December 2020– School Christmas Lunch
Friday 18th December 2020 - Last day of term for pupils
SPRING TERM:
Monday 4th January 2021 - Non pupil day
Tuesday 5th January 2021 - First day of term for pupils
15th – 19th February 2021 - Half Term
Thursday 1st April 2021 - Last day of term for pupils
SUMMER TERM:
Monday 19th April 2021 - First day of term for pupils
Monday 3rd May 2021 - Bank Holiday
31st May to 4th June 2021 - Half term
Monday 7th June 2021 - Non pupil day
Friday 23rd July 2021 - Last day of term for pupils

SCHOOL TERM DATES 2021-2022
AUTUMN TERM:
Monday 6th September 2021
Tuesday 7th September 2021
Friday 8th October 2021
25th October – 29th October 2021
Friday 17th December 2021

- Non pupil day
- First day of term for pupils
- Non pupil day
- Half term
- Last day of term for pupils

SPRING TERM:
Monday 3rd January 2022
Tuesday 4th January 2022
21st – 25th February 2022
Friday 8th April 2022

-Bank Holiday
- First day of term for pupils
- Half Term
- Last day of term for pupils

SUMMER TERM:
Monday 25th April 2022
Monday 2nd May 2022
30th May to 3rd June 2022
Monday 6th June 2022
Friday 22nd July 2022

- First day of term for pupils
- Bank Holiday
- Half term
- Non pupil day
- Last day of term for pupils

