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Message from the Headteacher 

 
Dear Parents,  
 
The children bounced into school this morning; everyone loves non-uniform day.  The early indications 
are that everyone has been very generous this year and we have exceeded our normal fund-raising tally 
for BBC Children in Need.  Thank you.  
 
The highlight this week was the visit to the memorial in Payhembury on Armistice Day.   This year we 
were very privileged to share our morning with Lieutenant Colonel Denning.  Ash, Beech and Oak were 
able to learn about the Soldiers on the memorial and how they linked with each of us.  I know they 
learnt some interesting facts.  One of the soldiers, Sergeant Willis, was a former pupil of Payhembury 
School, The Kings School and his mum ran the village shop.  Now the children will always know a little 
more about the soldiers of the past who made the greatest sacrifice for us all. I would like to thank Mr 
Denning for sharing his time and leading us through our short service of remembrance with the 
children.   
 
Individual photographs were taken this week too, we were very luckily to have Jane from Tempest as 
she is very experienced and a super photographer; because of this is she is always in high demand.  As 
she left on Tuesday, she made a really lovely comment about our school being the best and most polite 
school she visits and how it is always a great pleasure to work with our children. She complimented the 
children on their behaviour, manners and cheerfulness.  Clearly this is such a joy to receive this feedback 
and I wanted to past this on to you all.  
 
We are sending out today your invite to a Parents Evening with your child's Class teacher.  We are using 
on online app called SchoolCloud.  Having spoken to another local school who has also started to use it 
this week they experienced one glitch initially in the bandwidth and firewalls but are hoping we will be 
able to overcome these issues.  However, I would ask that you bear with us on the first evening just in 
case things don't run quite as smoothly as we hope.  Fingers crossed it will be great and we hope you 
will really like the fact that you can stay at home for your meetings. There is also no way the teachers 
can over run! I am sure I would have struggled with this as a class teacher as you all know how I love to 
talk too much. The system is designed to allocate you all equal time and your meeting times are 
guaranteed. Obviously if you need more time, we can always reschedule another alternative meeting 
time.  I would value your feedback after using the system.  I have asked teachers to give a clear picture 
of your child's attainment starting back in September and the progress they have made since, and also 
what still needs to be addressed if gaps opened in their learning during the lockdown period.  
 
I am delighted to confirm we have our new online learning platform set up and is ready to go. We have 
secured some DFE funding to ensure we could offer a level of remote learning if we entered a full 
lockdown again.  Google classroom will be introduced to the children and will be used to link school and 
home learning more effectively.  We will send details home to parents too so that you can assist your 
child in using the platform.  Alongside Google classroom we now have working 30 new Chrome books 
for the children, so whole class teaching will be able to take place.  The Kings School already use Chrome 
books so hopefully the children will be really ready when they move up into Year 7.   
 



I have analysed our school attendance figures for the last nine weeks of term and compared them to 
national statistics and they are tremendous.  Well done everyone.  During this very difficult time when 
we are under so much stress and uncertainty the school attendance is currently 98%.  Even without 
COVID in the old normal times this would have been considered outstanding but it's even better in 
today's circumstances. Thank you and well done.  
 
Thank you to those parents who have had to use the COVID line out of hours.  It has really helped me 
manage and understand our school situation in terms of potential issues.  I have a duty to record all 
negative and positive testing with our school community for track and trace.  Even if you have tests at 
the weekend or during the holidays I still need to be informed.  Please continue to call me if you or a 
family member is showing symptoms and require a test.  Please call the office during school working 
hours so that someone will be able to speak directly with you.  Informing a class teacher is not enough 
please inform me directly of the office. The out of hours telephone number is 07498645336.  Please 
leave a message or text me if I don't answer straight away.  I will get back to you. I really appreciate your 
assistance with this.  
 
Next week seems quite quiet but we will wait and see.   I hope you have a lovely weekend,  
 
With regards, 
 
Mrs Penny Hammett 
Executive headteacher 
 
 

Star of the Week - Well Done To….. 
 

Willow Class    Pre-School     Flo Year R     Abigail 

Ash Class  Year 1       Daisy  Year 2 Rowan 

Beech Class Year 3   Erin Year 4      Lochlan 

Oak Class  Year 5  Tristan Year 6     Harry 
 

 
News from School  

 
Ash Class  
We have been writing acrostic poems for Armistice Day.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

People wear poppies to remember the war. 
Ouch for the people who died in the war. 
Pushing to get the memorial. 
Poppies there to remind us today. 
Yay yell the people for the peace in the world. 
 
by Felix 
 

Poppies are used to remember. 
Outside the poppies grow. 
People fighting still day and night. 
Poppies growing every time they die. 
Yet the wars are not over yet. 
 
By Noah 



Beech Class  
We were privileged to learn more about the people in our village who had given their lives for us.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Oak Class 

In Oak Class, we have been learning about democracy. It’s UK Parliament week and we have thought 
about how the government works. We posted our letters to MP Neil Parish asking him to consider our 
thoughts about the positive changes to the environment that we saw in lockdown like reduced pollution 
and littering. We also learnt about the American election and thought about the some of the similarities 
and differences in the election system. 

We began learning about Armistice. We have read war poetry and thought about the life of Wilfred 
Owen. We have worked on developing imagery using similes, metaphors and personification. 

In Maths, we have been learning about fractions. A good activity to support this at home is cutting 
pizzas, cakes or other food and seeing that ½ = 2/4. You could also use a tube of smarties and take 5 of 
them and say that 2/5 are blue and 3/5 are green or something similar. Alternatively, you could use a 
selection of fruits – raspberries, blueberries and grapes and say which fraction are each fruit. 



 
Admission to primary school 2021 (for children born between 01/09/2016 and 31/08/2017)  
You will be aware that children born between the dates above are entitled to start full time Primary 
Education in September 2021. The application facility opens on 15th November 2020 and closes at 
midnight on 15th January 2021. It is important that parents apply before the closing date.  
  
We are hoping to put something together for all prospective Reception parents but are not sure of the 
format at the moment due to current Covid restrictions and unfortunately, we are unable to offer 
guided tours during the day.  Please email the office if you have any questions or require further 
information closer to the time.  We are currently anticipating a few available spaces in both reception 
classes in September so if you know of families looking for a reception class please for September let 
them know.  
 
Lost Property  
We have several children who have lost school jumpers or cardigans so please check at home that they 
have not been taken home accidentally. Please can we ask all parents ensure all jumpers and cardigans 
are named so they can be returned to their owners. 
 

Emails and Letters sent home  
 
Email: Tempest Photographers 
Email: Bug Club (Ash Class only) 
Email: Non-uniform day 
Email: Parents Evening  
 
 

Dreams filled with horror 
 
It was time. 
The Irish bag pipes blew, 
The whistles chimed. 
Up the ladder, 
Time to fight to die. 
My thoughts were for my country - 
I was an idiot to think the British posters were true. 
There I went 
Onto the field of neglect. 
Devastation, destruction and despair. 
Up the ladder I went 
Over the top, 
My head filled with regret. 
 
By Jack H  
 
Dedicated to Wilfred Owen. 
 

Let there be Peace 
 
Let there be peace 
After I say goodbye 
After I sign up 
To risk my life 
I thought it would be great 
I thought it would be fine 
Let there be peace 
 
Let there be hope 
When I stumble onto the battle field 
The fate of one single trigger, 
Killing, screaming, dying  
The taste of blood 
Let there be hope 
 
Let there be love 
After a wave of guilt 
After I lie dead in a field of scarlet 
poppies 
Bid me farewell 
Memories, crying, regret 
Let there be love. 
 
By Maya 
 



News from St Marys Church, Payhembury 
 
 
Due to the present crisis there are no Services in Church but there is a Service available online- 
checkout the Village website. Thanks to Rev’d David Carrington.  
 
Looking forward to the day we can return to our beautiful Church and see all our friends.  
 
A thought                                                 
Ask, and it will be given you:  
Seek, and you will find:     
Knock, and it will be opened to you.   
Luke 11:9  
  

 
 

Dates for the Diary 
  
AUTUMN TERM: 
18th November 4-6pm -Parents Evening 
23rd November 4-6pm – Parents Evening 
25th November 4-6pm – Parents Evening  
4th December – Children’s Flu immunisations  
18th December 2020 - Last day of term for pupils 
 
SPRING TERM: 
Monday 4th January 2021 - Non pupil day 
Tuesday 5th January 2021 - First day of term for pupils 
15th – 19th February 2021 - Half Term 
Thursday 1st April 2021 - Last day of term for pupils 
 
SUMMER TERM: 
Monday 19th April 2021 - First day of term for pupils 
Monday 3rd May 2021 - Bank Holiday 
31st May to 4th June 2021 - Half term 
Monday 7th June 2021 - Non pupil day 
Friday 23rd July 2021 - Last day of term for pupils 


