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Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents,
We have had another good week. We have settled into our new routines and it’s hard to believe we
only have one week left until half term. This week we have had bikeability for Payhembury Year 6
children and next week it is the turn of Awliscombe Year 6 children. All cycling lessons take place at
Payhembury. There are a couple of reasons for this, firstly there is a large flat playground and space to
store the bikes safely but most importantly the roads are much safer to learn on than the busy A373
outside of Awliscombe Primary School.
We are still awaiting our new ICT equipment which is a little frustrating, but hopefully it won't be long
now. Like most things at the moment, there is extra waiting time for equipment as there has been a lot
of new orders placed so schools are able to cope with remote learning if necessary.
We were hoping to have Google Classroom set up by now but again we are in a queue to get the
programme installed across both schools. Nationally there is a waiting list but fingers crossed we are
nearly there. Google classroom is an online platform that will allow teachers and children to work
together from home. It will allow work to be set, children to share their work with teachers and for
feedback and marking to take place. It will act as a conduit for parents to engage with the children's
learning and to communicate with teachers. We are very excited about it, so let's hope it's here soon.
I am spending a lot of my time ensuring we are ready for another potential lockdown and the need for
remote learning. I am writing a new policy that I will share with you once ratified by governors. We are
also looking at a number of online resources to support home learning.
I can see from the dates section on the newsletter that it is very blank towards Christmas. We are still
not allowed to sing and I cannot see we will be able to have a congregation event before the end of
term. This is obviously very disappointing and will leave a huge gap in our preparation for Christmas but
we will find other ways to enjoy it.
Fantastic news - hot off the press - the school raised £102 for 'Just One Tree'. Thank you for supporting
this very worthy cause. I know the children really feel this is an important charity to support.
Lastly, we would like to open Breakfast and After school up to any new users on either a regular or
occasional basis. For those who haven’t used it before, Breakfast Club runs from 8am, breakfast is
available from 8 am – 8.15am then children are taken to classes at 8.50am. Afterschool Club runs until
5pm with a snack available.
We have managed to secure the Village Hall for both Breakfast and Afterschool Club, so along with use
of the playground we offer a spacious and secure environment for the children. We are fortunate to be
able to provide this essential service to a number of families and look forward to welcoming any new
families. Please contact the office if you would like to access either club, then bookings and payments
are made via ParentPay.
Have a great weekend,
Mrs Hammett

Star of the Week - Well Done To…..
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-

Samuel

News from School
Year 6 Secondary School Applications
If you haven’t already applied for a place, a reminder for all year 6 parents that you need to apply for
secondary school place before the 31st October – please don’t leave it to the last minute. The easiest
way is to apply is online by visiting www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline If you don’t wish to or can’t
apply online, you can contact DCC customer service centre on 0345 155 1019.
Christmas Shoebox Appeal 2020
Once again, we are running the Christmas Shoebox Appeal on behalf of Blythswood Care. Suggested
items include toiletries, stationery, clothing, small toys and sweets. Additional information and a
checklist is available on www.shoeboxappeal.org and checklist. Please return your filled shoeboxes to
school by Thursday 5th November.
Tempest Photography
Tempest Photography are due to come into school on 10th November
2020. Things will be a little different this year as we are unable to invite
siblings not in our school to the appointment.
A1 Print and Stitch
All uniform with a logo is available from A1 Print and Stitch in
Honiton.
Unfortunately, they have had to review these prices due to
ever increasing costs for materials and stock from suppliers
but have tried to limit the increases as much as possible and in
some instances, they have actually been able to bring costings
down. New prices come into effect as of Monday
2nd November after the half term break.
Oak Class
This week has been a busy, sporty week in Oak! All of our Year 6 children have taken part in their
bikeability (which was postponed from the Summer term). They have all been fantastic ambassadors for
our school, showing great manners, asking really sensible questions and persevering even in heavy rain
at the beginning of the week. They should all be very proud of their cycling development. We also took
part in our final run as part of the Devon Virtual Cross-Country Games. Every single child improved the
distance that they could run in six minutes - they have worked so hard on improving their basic fitness,
their base pace and their running styles. Well done Oak!
Back in the classroom, Year 6 have been having a go at practise SATs papers. They were surprised that
they were a lot easier than they had thought! We were really impressed with how hard they tried and
the way that they tried all the 'friendly' questions first. Year 5 have been revising time and bar charts in
maths. We have got much better at using rulers and straight lines!

In English, we have learnt how to create interesting non-chronological reports. The children have asked
'big' questions about space, researched the answers and then created stunning A3 texts. These are
really beautiful and show how much the children have improved as writers. Finally, the week was
topped off by a visit from Timothy tortoise (who has moved into Willow!) We loved him coming to visit
and were stunned by how quickly he can move!
Next week is 'Let's Get Creative' week. We will be cooking next week on Monday and Tuesday, having an
art workshop on Wednesday and be creating our Attenborough-inspired powerpoint films. Please make
sure that all children have an oversized shirt for them to use firstly as a cooking apron and then an art
apron to protect their clothes throughout the week. If your child has any dietary issues, please make
sure that you have informed the office.
Emails and Letters sent home
Non-Uniform Day – Email
KS2 Art Cabin -Email
News from St Marys Church, Payhembury

News from St, Mary’s Church Payhembury
On Sunday there will be Harvest Festival at Escot Church at 10:30.
On Saturday there will be a Sponsored Walk around the three Churches, (but you
can walk as far as you like), raising funds for Payhembury Church. All information is
in the Parish Paper and on the Village Website. This event is being organised in line
with current restrictions- not a mass walk- small groups walking at intervals.
A thought
God will, very likely give you more than you can handle. He will not however, give you more than He can
handle.
Unknown
Dates for the Diary
AUTUMN TERM:
26th October – 30th October 2020 - Half term
2nd November 2020 - Non pupil day
4th November – Children’s Flu immunisations
10th November – Tempest Individual Photographs
18th December 2020 - Last day of term for pupils
SPRING TERM:
Monday 4th January 2021 - Non pupil day
Tuesday 5th January 2021 - First day of term for pupils
15th – 19th February 2021 - Half Term
Thursday 1st April 2021 - Last day of term for pupils

SUMMER TERM:
Monday 19th April 2021 - First day of term for pupils
Monday 3rd May 2021 - Bank Holiday
31st May to 4th June 2021 - Half term
Monday 7th June 2021 - Non pupil day
Friday 23rd July 2021 - Last day of term for pupils

