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Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents,
Only two weeks left of a very strange autumn term. I have been so impressed with the children and
their amazingly positive attitudes. Every time I walk into the classroom there is a buzz of learning and
the rooms are full of energy. Children are so enthusiastic to share what they have been learning.
That may seem like an odd thing to say right now as we are all feeling super tired and I know by the time
the children come home they are flagging but I think it's because they are still putting in so much effort
in school.
I would also like to celebrate our outstanding attendance this term. Everyone from the DfE to local
government are keeping a close eye on schools' attendance at the moment and we are making daily
attendance reports to the DFE directly. In comparison with National data released weekly we are doing
fantastically well. Currently our attendance is 99%; the best it has ever been. We don't include COVID
associated absence so it suggests we are keeping pretty well at the moment. Nationally primary
attendance is averaging 90%.
Thank you for your patience and support while trialling the new parents evening App. On the whole it
was a success. The last night of interviews experienced a few problems but we are working to ensure it
doesn't happen the next time. Initial feedback was very positive. It was interesting to see we had a
larger uptake of families attending parents evening and definitely got to speak to more parents across
the three nights.
Our Christmas traditions have been hampered by our current risk assessment and tier 2 requirements
but we are working to make these last few weeks as special and exciting as they normally are. We are
definitely all missing the singing. Classes at this time of year are normally full of Carols.
Yesterday the Department for Education made a number of announcements regarding the children’s
end of year assessments.
For 2021, DfE have removed:
 all key stage 1 (KS1) tests
 the key stage 2 (KS2) English grammar, punctuation and spelling test
 the requirement to make and report teacher assessment judgements for science at KS1 and KS2
To further support schools, the DfE:
 have delayed the statutory introduction of the multiplication tables check – school
may choose to take part on an optional basis
 have extended the timetable variation periods for phonics and KS2, to allow schools greater
flexibility if pupils cannot take the tests on the scheduled dates because of coronavirus
disruption
This means that the following statutory assessments will continue in 2021:
 the phonics screening check for year 1 pupils (and year 2 pupils who have not met
the expected standard previously)
 KS2 English reading and mathematics tests



KS1 and KS2 teacher assessment (excluding science)

Ofsted have also announced the delay in reinstating the inspection regime. So there will definitely not
be any inspections of schools till Easter at the earliest.
Please can I remind parents to continue to call the COVID telephone line if anyone in the family develops
symptoms and requires a test. I really need to keep a record to ensure I can work through a plan if we
have a confirmed case. The number to call is 07498 645336. Many thanks for help with this.
With regards,
Mrs Penny Hammett
Executive headteacher
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News from School
Christmas Lunch
We will be having our Christmas Lunch on Thursday 17th December in the Village Hall.
The menu is:
Roast Turkey or Vegetarian Roast served with Roast Potatoes, Carrots, Peas, Brussels Sprouts, Chipolata
Sausage, Cranberry Sauce, Stuffing and Gravy.
Dessert will be a Christmas Biscuit or yogurt.
IMPORTANT: The Christmas lunch menu is now available to book on ParentPay. We are asking for
parents to make their choices for the Christmas lunch by Monday 7th December by selecting the meal
and dessert required on ParentPay. We will then be giving the kitchen final numbers so they have time
to place their orders with the suppliers. If you pay for school dinners, the cost is the same as normal
£2.30.
The menu on Wednesday 16th December has also changed so please review your children’s choices on
ParentPay.
FOPS Christmas Raffle
Last date to return unused tickets and money is Wednesday 9th December.
KS2 Creative Cabin

We are pleased we have been able to book Creative Cabin again for Wednesday 9th December.
Please make sure KS2 children wear school uniform with lots of layers to keep warm, plus bring in their
art apron if this is not already in school.

Christmas Jumper Day

Christmas Jumper day is on Friday 11th December, raising money
for Save the Children.
We will also be doing a 'Santa Dash' school run on this day which is
linked to the School Games activities.
Children are encouraged to bring a Santa Hat and may also wish to
have red clothes/ be dressed like Santa.
During their PE lesson on Friday 11th they will go to the field
(weather permitting) so will need their wellies (just like Santa!) and
take part in a fun Santa Dash.
There is no additional charity contribution required (just the £1 for
Christmas Jumper Day) - this is just for fun!
The School Games movement is encouraging schools nation-wide to
take part and we think it is a lovely festive way of keeping active 🙂
Oak Class
In Oak, we are going to be making some winter crafts next week. If you have any clean odd white or
coloured socks that we could have to use in our DT sessions, we would be very grateful! We will need
thirty one white and coloured socks. If you have any spare buttons or scraps of ribbon, these would also
be fantastic. Please could any donations be in by Thursday 10th December to allow time for
quarantining. Thank you so much!
Science Day will be on Friday and this will be forces day.
Reading Rocks!
Thank you for the lovely donations of books by several parents for our school library. If you have books
that your KS2 children have outgrown, we would gratefully accept them to widen our range of texts.
This is a website that helps you to find new reading books for your children. Simply click on your child's
year group and you can see lots of recommendations. For many, you can also read a beginning extract
to see if your child likes the book.
There is also a great section for reluctant readers in KS1 or KS2, which might help to excite your child if
they haven't quite found their spark for reading yet!
https://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/lists
Ash Class
If anyone has any small (no bigger than A3 sheet of paper) offcuts of plywood, dowling rods or thin
wood etc that could be used for design technology projects please can you donate them to Ash Class?
Please send them in with your children.
Ash Class will be taking part in a Virtual Sports Festival in the village hall on Monday 7th (Year 1) and
Monday 14th Dec (Year 2). Year 10 students from The Kings School will be leading a virtual festival by
Microsoft Teams as part of their Sports Leadership Course. It's very exciting to have the students from
The Kings do this for us as we can't make any visits to their school site in the current climate.
Here is some examples of beautiful writing from Ash Class:

By Rowan

By Felix

News from West Country School Music
We made it through the Autumn Term! The teachers at West Country School Music wish you a very happy
Christmas. I am grateful to all of you who have done your best to remember your music and instrument for each
lesson so that we can play on through the Covid crisis. At Payhembury Primary I have space for 2 pupils in Ash
class, 2 in Oak and 1 guitarist in Beech.
Please contact West Country School Music directly on wcsm@btinternet.com.
Lessons will recommence in the Spring Term on Friday 8 January. Please ensure that your child has their music
and instrument with them as your child’s teacher WILL NOT be able to give them a lesson without these items as
we will not be carrying spare items or be able to provide alternative activities.

Emails and Letters sent home
Email: Raffle Tickets
Email: Pick up Procedures
Email: KS1 Nativity
Email: Christmas Dinner Thursday 17th December 2019 (Pre School only)
Letter: Permission Slips (Pre School, Willow, Ash only)
Letter: Costumes and Permission Slip (Oak only)
News from FOPS
We’re registered with easyfundraising as Friends of Payhembury School, which means you can help us for
FREE. Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra
cost to yourself! All you need to do is sign up and remember to use easyfundraising whenever you shop online.
It’s easy and completely FREE! These donations really mount up, so please sign up to support us or refer a friend if
you are already registered for a bonus £5.

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendsofpay/?utm_campaign=raisemore&utm_content=en-n1
Community News
Book Track
Book Track is the reading challenge for primaryaged children run by Libraries Unlimited through
your local public library. Lots of children enjoy
taking part, earning badges and stickers as a reward
for reading lots of books and talking about them.
Now Libraries Unlimited has received some funding,
from Tesco Bags of Help, to create a brand new
reading challenge to replace Book Track. This is
where you can help. Before making any changes or
creating something new, Libraries Unlimited would
like to find out what you think. They are interested
in the views of all parents and children that are
interested in books and reading.
Please follow this link to a short survey that is
designed for children aged 5+ and a parent/carer to
complete together. It won't take long to complete,
and you could win a fantastic prize. The survey is
open until Friday 11th December 2020 and all
entries submitted before then will be entered into a
prize draw to win a Samsung Galaxy Tablet! (T&Cs
apply)

Dates for the Diary
AUTUMN TERM:
Friday 11th December 2020 – Christmas Jumper Day and Santa Dash
Thursday 17th December 2020– School Christmas Lunch
Friday 18th December 2020 - Last day of term for pupils
SPRING TERM:
Monday 4th January 2021 - Non pupil day
Tuesday 5th January 2021 - First day of term for pupils
15th – 19th February 2021 - Half Term
Thursday 1st April 2021 - Last day of term for pupils
SUMMER TERM:
Monday 19th April 2021 - First day of term for pupils
Monday 3rd May 2021 - Bank Holiday
31st May to 4th June 2021 - Half term
Monday 7th June 2021 - Non pupil day
Friday 23rd July 2021 - Last day of term for pupils

